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New Store Update ~ Shorebird Design Trunk Show for the month of Jan~ New Fiber: Gloriana Cashmere
~ Fiber of the Month ~ Stitch of the Month, and more!
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In this Issue: 

1. New Store Update
2. January Trunk Show: Shorebird Designs 10% off!
3. New Fiber: Gloriana Pashmina
4. Feature Article: Stitching As Meditation
5. Fiber of the Month: Panache
6. Stitch of the Month: Oblong Cross Stitch

New Store Update!

We are busily preparing for our
big move in February of 2018! 
The new space is being
renovated and we will be so
thrilled to finally show you our
new home. As a reminder, our
new location will be 1216 Arch
Street in Philadelphia -- just a
few blocks from our current
location, but with more
convenient to parking options
and public transportation

access.  Plus, our new shop will be BIGGER!! And you know what that means --
more canvases, more accessories, and more fiber!!
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Rittenhouse Needlepoint Will Be Closed:
February 8-12, 2018. 

We will re-open February 13, 2018 at our new location:
1216 Arch St., Suite 2A

** Please Note: our February 13th opening will be a "soft" one (i.e., expect
some chaos & patience will likely be required). Our official "Grand
Opening" event will extend from Friday, March 2nd  through Monday,
March 10th (same dates as the Philladelphia Flower Show).  So, come on
down -- see our new digs and visit the Flower Show too.

Please note -- our phone number and email addresses will all remain the
same.

Note: Business will cease at our current location at close of day (5:30 pm)
- Thursday, February 8, 2018.

Our new mailing address will be:

Rittenhouse Needlepoint 
1216 Arch St., Suite 2A 
Philadelphia, PA. 19107

January Trunk Show: Shorebird Studio
                  

Starting January 3rd, Shorebird Studio will be our trunk show of the month! We
can't wait to exhibit these beautiful designs by Kathryn Molineux. There are so
many canvases, we couldn't possibly include them all here.  Please visit the trunk
show canvases on our website or come see them in the store!  (Note: if you have
purchased a Shorebird Studio canvas after December 28th please contact us so we
can apply your 10% discount.)
 

https://rittenhouseneedlepoint.com/canvas/trunk-show.html
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New Fiber: Gloriana Pashmina

These fibers are so incredibly soft that it is fun just to hold them.  Have I been
quoted around the shop saying, "I need to hold my therapy fiber! (i.e., Gloriana
Pashmina)"?  Maybe... OK, yes.  But once you experience the fiber for yourself,
you will see that it is simply a joy with which to work.  To see the wide array of
available colors (several of which are beatifully variegated -- as one would expect
from the talented & U.S.-based dyers at Gloriana), click here. The collection is
especially strong in white/gray, green and brown.
 
We are adding Pashmina to our existing selection of fiber from Gloriana which
features 12-Ply Silk, Lorikeet Wool and Princess Pearl. Pashmina is a 70%
Cashmere/30% Silk blend. It comes in 6-yard skeins and consists of 4-plys. Use
all four-ply on 13/14 mesh and 2 ply on 18 mesh.

  
 

https://rittenhouseneedlepoint.com/fiber/pashmina.html
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Stitching as Meditation

We keep our eyes peeled for interesting pieces on the neurocognitive and/or
meditative aspects of needlepoint.  During a recent jaunt through the interwebs, I
came upon another recent article that discussed the meditative benefits of the
craft.  As a stitcher, you already know about the many therapeutic benefits of
making/taking the time to stitch up a project.  To read about other's thoughts and
experiences, please check out the article here.  
 

Fiber of the Month: 
(Because we should all increase our fiber intake...)

https://www.thespruce.com/mental-health-benefits-of-cross-stitch-983232


January 2018 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/rittenhouseneedlepoint/april-2017-newsletter-2648433[6/26/2018 4:34:52 PM]

Panache is a twisted rayon with a high sheen that is perfect for 18 count
needlepoint.  Use as it comes off the cards.  The brilliant sheen leaps off the
canvas and is perfect for adding interest in contrast to matte-ish fibers or even
silks like Pepper Pot or Vineyard.  Panache has such a remarkable sheen that it
stands out even from silks.  Panache is excellent for birds' feathers, fish,
butterfly/bee wings, or anywhere that you want to have a brilliant shine.  One
strand is perfect for diagonal stitches on 18 mesh.  For straight stitches on 18 mesh
or to work Panache on a 13 mesh, we recommend doubling the strand.  To view
our selection of Panache fibers, lookie here.
 

Stitch of the Month:
Oblong Cross Stitch

 

https://rittenhouseneedlepoint.com/fiber/panache.html
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Credit: NeedleworkGuide.com

While some sources refer to this stitch as Oblong Cross, other sources (e.g.,
Leisure Arts, Inc.'s "Stitch Dictionary") refer to it as Long-Legged Cross Stitch
(which other sources show as yet something else.  The Stitch Dictionary
recommends working this stitch with off-set crosses so that they interweave rather
than sit in neat rows.  (Just Google it -- there are some copies of the Stitch
Dictionary page on Pinterest and Instagram, or invest in a copy of the book.  It is a
great little compact resource.)  Needlepoint is lucky to have many cross-stitch
variations.  This month we invite you to consider playing with Oblong Cross
because it is a simple, quick way to add interest to a piece.  Because the stitch
involves overlapping threads, it provides texture that can elevate an area or object
in a canvas, thus separating it from a Continental or Basketweave background. 
Conversely, if you are going hog-wild with fancy stitches in a foreground object,
then doing the background (e.g., a sky, a hill) in Oblong Cross will let the
background recede but still have some dimension.  Below is an example of the
Oblong Cross Stitch (with staggered crosses that nestle among each other) on a
penguin's tummy.  (The canvas is 18 mesh.)  My current plan is to do all the
penguins in various types of cross stitches while "leaving" the background sky and
snow in Basketweave.  (The fiber shown is Panache in Ecru.)  As you can see,
once an area is worked, the visual effect is almost like a bumpy brick stitch.  The
pattern doesn't look like a pile of "X"s.  Another bonus: because the crosses are
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made from two intersecting diagonal stitches, compensating on border edges is
pretty simple. 
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Social Media
Be sure to sign up for our Facebook and

Instagram feeds to stay abreast of our
thoughts and insights. If you don't sign
up you might miss out and with new
threads, new canvases and a new dog

(you definitely don't want that) so sign
up today. We are also planning on

implementing a Pinterest blog so stay
tuned for that! 
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